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How do students
provide evidence
of what they
know and can do
in social studies?

What is the
relationship of
the assessment to
the curriculum?

How good is good
enough?

SAMPLE OPEN-RESPONSE QUESTION

The following is an example of an open-response question designed to provide an
opportunity for students to show what they know and can do in the area of social studies:

Citizen Power

The Declaration of Independence states: “…governments are instituted among
men, deriving their just power from the consent of the governed…”

A democracy derives its power from its citizens. Discuss in detail three ways in
which the citizens provide the U.S. government with its power.

SOCIAL STUDIES CONTENT

The content of the open-response question “Citizen Power” addresses Social Studies
Academic Expectation 2.15: “Students can accurately describe various forms of government
and analyze issues that relate to the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy.”

This question provides a way for students to demonstrate their understanding of several
concepts from the Core Content for Social Studies Assessment. Most importantly, the
question addresses the concept that a democratic form of government derives its power
from its citizens. In answering this question, students may discuss, for example, the ways
citizens empower the U.S. government by voting, paying taxes, contributing time or money
to political campaigns, assuming positions of leadership, performing public service, or
serving in the armed forces.

PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS

An appropriate student response should provide evidence of the student’s understanding
of the important relationship between citizens and democracy in the United States.

For example, an appropriate response to this question would show that the student can

• clearly understand the concepts of democracy and government power; and

• accurately discuss three different ways that citizens provide the U.S. government
with its power.

Successful student work should provide convincing evidence that the student can use social
studies knowledge to address the relevant issue(s), although the response may not address
all details and may contain some flaws.
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How is this
relevant?

APPLICATIONS

This question addresses the important issue of the role that citizens play in maintaining the
U.S. government as a democracy. By successfully answering this question, students
demonstrate an understanding that in order for our government to continue functioning as
a democracy, all citizens must assume responsibility for its functioning. This understanding
should better enable students to fulfill their responsibilities as citizens when they are adults;
that is, they will better understand why they must pay taxes, why they should vote, etc.
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SAMPLE OPEN-RESPONSE QUESTION

The following is an example of an open-response question designed to provide an
opportunity for students to show what they know and can do in the area of social studies:

Job Opportunities

Occupation    percent change Occupation    percent change

FASTEST GROWING OCCUPATIONS, 1992   2005

The chart above shows occupations in the United States that are expected to
experience the greatest rate of growth in the future.

Discuss two changes occurring in American society that offer an explanation for
the fast growth of two of these occupations.

SOCIAL STUDIES CONTENT

The content of the open-response question “Job Opportunities” addresses Social Studies
Academic Expectation 2.18: “Students understand economic principles and are able to
make economic decisions that have consequences in daily living.”

This question provides a way for students to demonstrate their understanding of several
concepts from the Core Content for Social Studies Assessment. Most importantly, it allows
students to discuss the ways that various changes in society can affect the growth (i.e.,
demand) for particular occupations. Students may discuss, for example, how changes in
technology, education, demographics, health care, consumers’ income, or consumers’
preferences can impact job growth in the U.S. economy.

What is the
relationship of
the assessment to
the curriculum?
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How is this
relevant?

PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS

An appropriate student response should provide evidence of the student’s understanding
of the forces that shape job growth in the U.S. economy.

For example, an appropriate response to this question would show that the student can

• clearly understand the concept of supply and demand as it applies to occupations;

• identify and discuss two changes in American society that help explain projected
economic growth in two occupations; and

• clearly illustrate the relationship between changes in American society and
changes in the number of jobs available in a particular occupational area.

Successful student work should provide convincing evidence that the student can use social
studies knowledge to address the relevant issue(s), although the response may not address
all details and may contain some flaws.

APPLICATIONS

This question addresses the important relationship between changes in society and changes
in occupational opportunities. By successfully answering this question, students demonstrate
an understanding that the supply of jobs in an occupational area can be affected by various
changes in society. This understanding may better enable students to make informed
decisions regarding their choice of academic and career paths. Such an understanding may
also result in students better preparing themselves for possible changes in society that
could affect their job security.

How good is good
enough?
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know and can do
in social studies?

SAMPLE OPEN-RESPONSE QUESTION

The following is an example of an open-response question designed to provide an
opportunity for students to show what they know and can do in the area of social studies:

Ocean Waste

For many years, countries have released industrial waste into the ocean. In recent
years, scientists have begun to see changes in the ocean’s ecosystem due to
contamination by this waste.

a. Identify three ways that changes in the ocean’s ecosystem might affect
human life.

b. Discuss two possible strategies to help solve the problems associated
with the contamination of the ocean’s ecosystem.

SOCIAL STUDIES CONTENT

The content of the open-response question “Ocean Waste” addresses Social Studies
Academic Expectation 2.19: “Students recognize and understand the relationship between
people and geography and apply their knowledge in real-life situations.”

This question provides a way for students to demonstrate their understanding of several
concepts from the Core Content for Social Studies Assessment. Most importantly, the
question assesses students’ understanding that human actions can modify the physical
environment and, in turn, modification of the physical environment can impact human
life. In answering the question, students may discuss, for example, the harmful effects on
humans that result from eating polluted seafood or swimming in polluted water. Students
may also discuss strategies that could help improve the ocean’s ecosystem, such as increased
regulations or improved urban drainage systems.

PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS

An appropriate student response should provide evidence of the student’s understanding
of the relationship between human actions and the ocean’s ecosystem.

For example, an appropriate response to this question would show that the student can

• accurately identify three ways that changes in an ocean’s ecosystem might affect
human life; and

• accurately discuss two strategies that could help solve the problems associated
with contamination of the ocean’s ecosystem.

Successful student work should provide convincing evidence that the student can use social
studies knowledge to address the relevant issue(s), although the response may not address
all details and may contain some flaws.

How good is good
enough?

What is the
relationship of
the assessment to
the curriculum?
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APPLICATIONS

This question addresses the important relationship between humans and their environment.
By successfully answering this question, students demonstrate an understanding that human
actions can negatively impact the environment, and that a contaminated environment can
negatively impact human life. This understanding may better enable students to consider
the consequences of their actions with respect to the environment, and to make informed
and responsible decisions when faced with issues that may have an impact on the
environment and, consequently, on human life.
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SAMPLE OPEN-RESPONSE QUESTION

The following is an example of an open-response question designed to provide an
opportunity for students to show what they know and can do in the area of social studies:

Containment

Following World War II, American foreign policy was described by the word
“containment.” Containment means stopping the spread of communist influence
in the world. The following examples were results of this policy:

Truman Doctrine

Marshall Plan

NATO

Korean War

Vietnam War

Cuban Missile Crisis

a. Choose two examples from the list above.

b. Describe how each resulted from America’s desire to contain communism.

c. Explain whether America was successful in that goal.

SOCIAL STUDIES CONTENT

The content of the open-response question “Containment” addresses Social Studies
Academic Expectation 2.20: “Students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events,
conditions, trends, and issues to develop historical perspective.”

This question provides a way for students to show their understanding of several concepts
from the Core Content for Social Studies Assessment. Most importantly, the question allows
students to discuss how the United States’ policy of containment has resulted in various
actions and events in the global community. Students may discuss, for example, how the
United States, in an effort to stem the spread of communism in Europe, offered large
amounts of cash and goods to any European country damaged during World War II; or how
the United States, again fearing the spread of communism, sent ground troops to help
South Korea, a non-communist country, fight off the invasion by North Korea, a communist
country.
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How is this
relevant?

PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS

An appropriate student response should provide evidence of both the student’s knowledge
of some of the various ways that the United States has carried out its containment policy,
and his or her ability to provide an assessment of the results of this policy.

For example, an appropriate response to this question would show that the student can

• clearly understand the concept of containment;

• accurately describe how two events or actions resulted from the United States’
policy of containment; and

• clearly explain whether the United States was successful in its goal of
containment.

Successful student work should provide convincing evidence that the student can use social
studies knowledge to address the relevant issue(s), although the response may not address
all details and may contain some flaws.

APPLICATIONS

This question addresses the important issue of the United States’ role in the historical
period known as the Cold War. By successfully answering this question, students
demonstrate an understanding of the ways that the policy of containment contributed to
many of America’s diplomatic and military actions during the Cold War. This question
helps provide the historical context necessary for understanding many of the current complex
political, social, and geographical issues in the world.

How good is good
enough?


